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LISTENING TO PROPHETIC VOICES
SEE PAGES 3-8 INSIDE

Gregory Bateson, referring to “Alice in
Wonderland’ told that tale in the 1960's. He
felt even then that we had entered an
historical cul-de-sac, a dead end. And our
only hopeful option was to turn around and
find another way.

DINNERS / EVENTS 2009*

May 16 (Saturday) 7:00 p.m. Latin America Dinner
Sept. 19 (Saturday) 7:00 p.m. Peru Programs Dinner
Dec. 12 (Sunday) 4:30 p.m. Light & Darkness (followed by potluck)

*held ar 160 Sunflower Lane, Watsonville

Suggested donation for dinners $50, low-income $35. Reservations can be made by mailing
check and number in party to IE or email ifoffice@cruzio.com or phone 831.724-5526 or
831.724-4108.







give up, and they built social movements. Whether it was the anti-
slavery movement or the black movement of the 1960's or the
antiwar movement in Vietnam or the women’s movement, they
started small and apparently helpless; they became powerful enough
to have an effect on the nation and on national policy. We're not
powerless. We just have to be persistent and patient, not patient in
the passive sense, but patient in the active sense of having a kind of
faith that if all of us do little things, at some point there will be a
critical mass created. Those little things will add up. That’s what has
happened historically. People were disconsolate, but they kept
doing, doing, doing, and then something important happened.

And I'll leave you with just one more thought, that if you do
that, if you join some group, if you join whatever the group is, a
group that’s working on, you
know, gender equality or
racism or immigrant rights or
the environment or the war,
whatever group you join or
whatever little action you take,
it will make you feel better. It
will make you feel better. And
I’'m not saying we should do
all these things just to make
ourselves feel better, but it’s good to know that life becomes more
interesting and rewarding when you become involved with other
people in some great social cause. Thank you.

A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on
military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching
spiritual death.” Martin Luther King
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UPDATES

In the second issue of Integrities in 2007 we ran an article about
Frank Adamson, who with his wife Fran and other dedicated
residents of Felton, California, waged a several-year fight against a
German company, RWE, that had bought up Felton’s water system.
We are happy to report that the fight has been won, that the
Feltonians have gotten back their water supply! It eventually became
a court case, and in the end the locals were successful. Now Frank
can devote his energy and time to the library and affordable
housing. Little Felton’s fight has been an inspiration to others who
find their water supplies threatened by big water companies, but
Frank cautions them that “Unless your local government supports
you, you can't do it.” Stockton, California has also won their fight,
and some cities in Germany are becoming wise to the predations of
the water-takover companies.

Congratulations to Bill Leininger, founder and director of
IF/WHEN, who received a Lifetime Achievement award from the Santa
Clara County Human Relations Commission in February of 2009.

BELOVED REBEL - BOOK AVAILABLE

Actor Martin Sheen tells the story of an anti-nuclear weapons
demonstration that he and Father Bill O'Donnell participated in.
The police line stood well back until Bill O'Donnell started rushing
towards it. Sheen sensed trouble and gasped as the police struck
O'Donnell and knocked him down. Then the police line started
moving toward the crowd. As they approached, Sheen was amazed
to see Bill get to his feet and rush into the nuclear facility alone. It
was typical Bill O'Donnell.

Father Bill, Reflections of a Beloved Rebel, a book about Bill's
exploits for peace and justice is now available from Mary O'Donnell

PO Box 99844 Emeryville, CA 94662
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HOW CAN I HELP?

90% of the money donated to IF goes directly into programs, because many
volunteers donate their labor and personal expenses for IF’s work. Here are some
examples of what your donation can do:

$20 provides 50 Ibs. of rice or beans to families in Mexico.
$40 enables 80 meals served at a communal kitchen in Peru.
$100 gives a child a scholarship to go to grammar school.
$150 installs a passive solar panel in Peru for heating water.
$500 buys the land for an IF/Habitat home in Guatemala.

Each gift makes something happen which won’t happen in any other way. Thank
you, on behalf of the families who receive these gifts. Your tax-deductible donation
continues your subscription to Integrities for a year.

Subscriber Name and Mailing Address This is for myself __ Thisisagift*
(please print clearly) (please check one)

First Name Last Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Number Email

*T would like to give a gift subscription. Enclosed is $15 (or more) donation. Please
write the following message on my gift card: (Feel free to duplicate this page for as
many subscriptions as you need. Please send us your email address if you have not
already done so.)

Please tear out this page and mail with check to
IF * 160 Sunflower Lane ® Watsonville, CA 95076 * Thank you!

www.if-integrities.org
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